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						Welcome USAF Thunderbirds

						
						The USAF Thunderbirds Association promotes a shared purpose to create a welcoming community for all past, current and future Thunderbirds and help preserve our history for generations to come.

 


The America Strong missions tribute to Medical and Frontline Responders was well received by millions of Americans and here’s the behind the scenes story from the Thunderbirds Officers and Airmen in their own words.
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				Welcome to the USAF Thunderbirds Association


			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Alumni membership is extended to all who served with the U.S. Air Force Air Demonstration Squadron “Thunderbirds” in the capacity of officer or enlisted, who wore the patch and have been certified as worthy by their Commander/Leader.


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					

					
						About TBA

						Click here to learn more about the Thunderbirds Association.
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						Airshow Schedule

						Visit the official U.S.A.F. Thunderbirds site to see the full show schedule.
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						Support TBA

						Please consider contributing to help maintain and grow the Thunderbirds community.
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				About Us
The officers and enlisted Airmen who make up the Thunderbirds embody professionalism and skill. Eight officers serve as our highly experienced pilots, and four serve in critical roles from medical support to public affairs. The more than 120 enlisted members represent nearly 30 different career fields and serve as the backbone of our team, ensuring all jets and operations are in top shape at all times.
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				USAF Thunderbird Association 
Since 1975 


			

				
				
				
				
				The Air Force’s official air demonstration team, designated the 3600th USAF Air Demonstration Unit/Flight, was activated on May 25, 1953.


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				


				USAF Air Shows
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				The Thunderbird Way
The Thunderbird Association exists to promote the comradeship of former and current members of the U. S. Air Force Air Demonstration Squadron “The Thunderbirds” and to ensure that “Once A Thunderbird, Always A Thunderbird” is a continued commitment from each member and that excellence remains the benchmark by which we measure all we do.
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				Gone But Not Forgotten
Our thoughts and prayers go out to the family members and friends of these cherished members of our Thunderbirds family.

If you know of a passed Thunderbird, please email the information, and a photograph of the Thunderbird if possible, to Jody Roberts at admusaftba@gmail.com.
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				ThunderRolls


			

				
				
				
				
				Here’s the latest news for the Thunderbirds Association family.


			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					
	No Results Found

	The page you requested could not be found. Try refining your search, or use the navigation above to locate the post.
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				What Our Members Say


			



			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				

				
					“We shared stories of past and present, with no other intention than to strengthen the Thunderbirds. It was gratifying to see the bond between all of us get stron- ger while we re-energized our Thunderbird roots. “



					By Steve “Jethro” Chealander
					 TBAA Chairman (Left Wing/Narrator 1981-84)

				

			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				

				
					“The idea of continuing our belief that “Once a Thunderbird, Always a Thunderbird” is something to be proud of. In addition, we do have a lot of fun getting together as members of certain year teams, or collectively, at the reunion.”



					Jeff Remington
					Solo (1988-89) Chairman (2014-17)

				

			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
					
					
						Postcards From the Past

						(This feature is reserved for those alumni who wish to share special, personal experiences with our family . . . experiences that speak to who we are and in whose lives we made a difference. – Ed)

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Nostalgia is a force that is hard to resist. I find myself daydreaming as we used to do on cargo plane flights around the world. You can look out those porthole windows at landscape from 20,000 feet for only so long.

Yesterday, today and tomorrow came together faster than I would have imagined, in this way: My father was a civilian pilot at the beginning of WWII. He was told his greatest value to the country would be as an instructor of military pilots. We moved from Pennsylvania to Missouri in 1942, where Army pilots were being trained in open cockpit biplanes called JN3s. That was Parks Air College. A greater shortage of instructors existed in Navy and Marine training in Waco, Texas. We moved there in late 1942. The Navy and Marine pilots were trained in J-3s to PT-19s before being sent overseas. Most of these pilots found their way to Iwo Jima, in one way or another. In 3 years, my Dad taught 1,800 pilots to fly for the Army, Navy and Marines. After the war, he managed an airport, instructed civilians and became a corporate flying foreman, all part of another story.

My eyes failed all the flight test requirements for the Air Force in the 50s. To stay as close to the wild blue as possible, my military career consisted of Helicopter Mechanics School, Flight Line Crew, H-21s, F-84 Crew Chief and F-89J Crew Chief. I had a 12 aircraft line of L19s in Texas that I crew-chiefed for in a primary flight school.

I had been around aircraft all my life, even logged some student flight time after I was 16. The astigmatism in my eye, at that time, was not correctable, and I could not even land a Link trainer.

With my background before and after entering the service, it was only natural that I was assigned to the Transit Alert. Lucky for me, it was at Nellis. Then I was off to the Air Demonstration Squadron in only 6 months. (At that time, they did the calling.) From enlistment to T-Bird in 18-1/2 months!

My tour with the Thunderbirds is not the message of this piece, so maybe some of those details at another time. Enough to say I was in serviceman’s heaven for each and every day of those 2 years. With transfer from the T-Birds back to Transit Alert, my tour of duty was up in 5 months. Sayonara.

A few odd jobs after the service (hard work, little pay) I landed in the structural steel field making metal skeletons of buildings to be covered with finishing materials and roofs and made into homes, offices, bridges, skyscrapers, malls, schools and strip centers.

In just 5 years after leaving the Thunderbirds, it was my privilege to prepare the drawings of the structural steel for my company’s part of the contract to build the Vertical Assembly Building, that great big house at Cape Canaveral, Florida, where the rockets and space vehicles for our country’s space program are assembled.

My message? One generation guys, that is all it took. From biplanes to space. That is where I came from, that is where I went.

– David Hahn (Flight Engineer 57-59)



PROUD TO BE A THUNDERBIRD
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				Contact Us

For any additional information feel free to email us at: admusaftba@gmail.com or call us at: (813) 284-0338
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